Osteoplasty of the mandible by local tissues.
Thirty three patients with 0.5 to 4.5 cm gunshot defects of the mandible were treated. The ends of the fragments of the bone were initially compressed, then distracted with the help of a compression-distraction device. The immature callus was distracted at a rate of 0.25 mm four times a day. During the process of distraction the defects of bone and soft tissues are replaced. Lack of soft tissue, which make insertion of a free bone graft impossible, is the main indication for an osteoplasty by local tissues.